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Issue: There is no description of the objectives that correspond to the objective ID.
The <objective> element is defined in section 5.1.7.2 of the SCORM CAM 2004 3rd edition document. This parent element contains the following attributes: satisfiedByMeasure, an optional value, and objectiveID, a mandatory value.  The objectiveID is a unique identifier used for scoring and status but does not allow for ease of objective description listing.
The proposed objective description attribute will allow the LMS to list a description of the objective if one is provided, not  just the score or status as described in the current SCORM 2004 CAM 3rd edition.  To allow for backward compatibility, the objective description can be defined as an optional attribute.
The addition of  objective description may require the SCO developer to enter more data, but it would also provide for clearer reporting features, more efficient sequencing tools, and an easier way to cross validate the entered objectives with those within the SCO.  Unfortunately, this may cause some confusion as to where objectives are now set, whether in the manifest or within the SCO.  To resolve this conflict, precedence or override features would have to be instituted that specifies that the manifest objective descriptions override any objective descriptions defined within the SCO.  This would also lead one to the realization that the objective descriptions would no longer need to be defined within the SCO and thus there would be less redundant code development within the SCOs, as the developer can now retrieve the objective descriptions from one place, the LMS.
This change to the objective element would also require LMS/LCMS vendors to update their systems to handle the setting and retrieving of the new objective attribute. Others may argue that adding another attribute may add to the complexity of sequencing.  However, the overall benefits of better information provision, overall simplification of where objective descriptions reside and the creation of self-documenting and descriptive objective IDs out-weighs the weak arguments against its addition. 
The following example describes how the proposed objective description can be added to the XML metadata.  To set and retrieve the objective description from the LMS, a ‘doSetValue’ and ‘doGetValue’ example has also been provided.

Example: 
<item identifier="POSTTEST1"> 

  <title>Module 1 -- Posttest</title> 

  <item identifier="POSTTEST_QUESTION1" isvisible = "false" 

        identifierref="RESOURCE_QUESTION1"> 

    <title>Question 1</title> 

  </item> 

  <item identifier="POSTTEST_QUESTION2" isvisible = "false" 

        identifierref="RESOURCE_QUESTION2"> 

    <title>Question 2</title> 

  </item> 

  <item identifier="POSTTEST_QUESTION3" isvisible = "false" 

        identifierref="RESOURCE_QUESTION3"> 

  <title>Question 3</title> 

</item> 

<imsss:sequencing> 

  <imsss:objectives> 

      <imsss:primaryObjective objectiveID = "PRIMARYOBJ" /> 

      <imsss:objective objectiveID="obj_module_1" description=”This is the first objective of module 1.”> 
        <imsss:mapInfo targetObjectiveID="obj_module_1" 

               readSatisfiedStatus = "false" 

               readNormalizedMeasure = "false" 

               writeSatisfiedStatus = "true" /> 

      </imsss:objective> 
    </imsss:objectives> 

  </imsss:sequencing> 

</item>
Code Illustration:  <objective> Element
A call to doSetValue would looks something like this:

doSetValue( “cmi.objectives.n.description”, “This is the first objective for module 1.”)
where ‘n’ is the index of the objective.

Likewise, a call to doGetValue to retrieve the description from the LMS would be: 
doGetValue( “cmi.objectives.n.description”) would return the objective string “This is the first objective for module 1.”
